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South Miami Senior High School



Instructor: Mercy Aycart & Joyce Campbell
Miami, Florida 33155

Email: merodriguez@dadeschools.net;  



jcampbellsanjorge@dadeschools.net

Telephone: (305) 666-5871, ext. 2319


Room: 511


Course Description

Biology is the study of living organisms, their origins, how they survive, reproduce, change over time, and interact with each other and their environments. 
In this introductory course, students will learn about a variety of topics in the life sciences, all of which are based on centuries of scientific thought and research. It is an exciting time to live in and think about the nature of life. The entire human genome has been revealed, there are beginning signs for possible past lives in other worlds. Yet, new decisions need to be made by the public, and you (the student) need to be prepared to make those decisions in order to improve the quality of life, and to preserve the environment. For you to be able to make well informed judgments on these issues, you should have a basic knowledge of biology. We will cover the following 10 topics: The Nature of Life, Ecology, Cells, Genetics, Evolution, Microorganisms, Plants, Invertebrates, Chordates, and the Human Body.

Class Website: http://smsh.dadeschools.net/science/aycart/bio/index.html
Textbook

Biology, Miller & Levine, Prentice Hall; Website: http://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com
· Students will be able to access their textbooks through the student portal
Teaching Methodology

A variety of teaching strategies (differentiated instruction) to address students’ individual needs will be used in the course in order to accommodate individual learning differences. Some examples are cooperative learning, audio-visual materials, virtual explorations, and printed materials at different reading levels, critical thinking strategies, student response system and hands-on lab discoveries. The students will be equipped with the necessary tools to be successful not only in this course but also with the Biology EOC (End-of-Course) Examination. 

Required Materials 
All materials must be brought to class every day throughout the school year.


· Pens and pencils

· 1 Composition Book (you may need to purchase an additional one throughout the year)

Lab Fee 
There is a $7.00 lab fee to partially cover the expendable laboratory supplies that are used by the students during hands-on explorations of various topics throughout the course.

Attendance and Participation

The student is expected to attend and participate in all class sessions and assignments. All assigned reading and exercises are to be completed before the date they are due.  All students are expected to participate in lab activities, and other exercises, whether they are individual or team-based.  See student handbook for school attendance policy.

Academic Dishonesty

Cheating will not be tolerated! Cheating includes (but is not limited to): plagiarism, copying someone’s answers on a test or quiz, letting someone copy answers from your test or quiz, copying someone’s assignment and calling it your own, letting someone copy your assignment, informing other students of quiz or test material. If you are caught cheating, you will receive an “F” for that particular assignment/exam/quiz (both the student who is cheating and the student that is letting you cheat) and a teacher-parent conference will be scheduled. If you continue with this behavior, the Assistant Principal for Curriculum will be notified and you will likely receive an “F” for the class.

Class Work 

Class Work is given daily and since not all students learn the same way, the strategies will vary. Class work is student centered, and will complement the students various learning styles; but this will require the student to read sections of the textbook on their own. Students will keep a class composition book which will be collected and graded once per nine weeks for completeness and neatness. All students are required to complete the class work assignments and participate in class discussion.
Laboratory Exercises

The student will participate in labs and demonstrations every week. Laboratory experimentation and exploration are a large part of this course.  It is vital that the students follow all laboratory procedures and safety rules/guidelines. Failure to comply with behavior expectations can result in removal from the lab activities.  A safety contract will be reviewed and signed by the student.  These documents will be kept on file and are needed before a student can participate in any labs. Each student is expected to participate cooperatively in their laboratory groups and each student will receive a grade for their contribution to the lab. Lab reports will be neatly written in the lab composition book. 

Assessments

Quizzes and EOC benchmark assessments will be given often and they will cover material from class, reading and homework assignments. The assessments are to ensure that the student understands the material covered in class and from the assignments. In May, the students will be given the Biology EOC (End-of-Course) Examination which students must pass in order to receive their biology credit as part of their graduation requirement. In preparation for this examination, students will be given District benchmark assessments to monitor their progress in understanding biological concepts throughout the school year. There will be a diagnostic Baseline test in the beginning of the year, followed by an Interim Assessment in the fall, winter, and spring. The data from these assessments will be utilized in preparing remediation, with the ultimate goal being success for the student. 

Home Learning Assignments

Home Learning Assignments will be given weekly and will include reading and/or written assignments. All home learning assignments will be covered on quizzes and tests, so it is important to complete the assignments. Late homework will NOT be accepted; students will be given a zero.

Late Assignment/Absence Policy

Late work will not be accepted! If you miss class on the day of a test or when an assignment (homework or project) is due and it was a medical or family emergency or school activity, you will make up the test or turn in the assignment the day you return to class or within a time period equal to the number of days you missed at the teacher’s discretion. If you are in school the day an assignment or project is due, you are to turn in the assignment before leaving school. Make-ups for laboratory investigations will be virtual labs and/or GIZMOS.
Grading 
Assessments


30% of the grade

Classwork/Projects

20% of the grade

Home Learning

20% of the grade

Lab Reports/Gizmos

20% of the grade

Composition Books

10% of the grade

Grading Scale

90 – 100%   = A


80 – 89 %    = B


70 – 79 %    = C


60 – 69 %    = D


Below 60%  = F 







Class Rules

1. No cell phones, IPODS, or electronic devices.  School policy is that any electronic devices are to be confiscated and turned in at once.  If the student is caught using any of these items, they will be confiscated as per school policy (see student handbook).
2. Respect you peers and teachers at all times. Disrespectful racial slurs, making fun of, or talking back to anyone at any time will result in a referral. 
3. Food and/or gum are not permitted in the classroom.

4. Respect all materials in the classroom.  If anyone is seen destroying, defacing, or breaking anything they will pay for the item and a referral will be given.

5. Tardiness is an undesirable behavior in all academic settings. Students are expected to be in their seats before the bell rings and ready to learn. Do not be late; every 3 tardies will result in detention.
6. Do not disrupt class, if you have a comment or question raise your hand.

7. You must observe all safety rules or you will lose the right to participate in the lab and will receive an “F” for the activity.

8. No one is allowed to lay their heads on the desks or lab tables.

9. Class is over when the teacher dismisses you; do not get out of your seat until told to do so.

10. Proper dress code and school ID is required at all time.

11. All assignments are due on the date specified; there will be NO exceptions for any students.  
12. If you are absent you are responsible for turning in the makeup work the DAY you get back.  ALL work is posted on gradebook, so there is no excuse to not have it ready the day you return.

Required Signatures

Student: My teacher discussed all the features of the Class Syllabus and Science Department Rules and I am fully aware of what is expected of me to be successful in class. I will always bring to class my composition book, materials, and assignments. I realize that the key to my success in the class is for me to be responsible to attend class daily, to arrive to class on time, to follow school/department policies, to study and do my assignments, to participate in all class activities for the duration of the class and to try my best to be successful.

Print student name & signature _________________________________      Date
_______________

Parents/Guardians: My child shared the information that was outlined in the Class Syllabus, and Science Department Rules. I realize that my child’s academic success is the result of both School and Family Involvement. I will monitor my child’s assignments, will assist him/her in both attending school regularly, in following the school’s dress code and electronic device policies, in arriving to class on time and being prepared for learning. I understand that I will need to purchase some school supplies to assist my child in being successful in the class and pay the $7.00 lab fee. I will also keep abreast of my child’s academic progress thru interim reports, report cards, and parent-teacher communication.

Parent signature ___________________________________________      Date   __________________


LAB SAFETY CONTRACT
Purpose:
Science classes often involve hands-on laboratory activities. In my class you will do at least one lab per week. Many labs will involve potentially hazardous chemicals and materials. I refer to them as potentially hazardous because they are only hazardous if used inappropriately. There is no place in my class for unsafe use of materials. Thus, you will need to either be safe or be out. To guide you to be safe, I am giving you this lab safety contract. It contains guidelines for safe behavior in my class. You must read this contract carefully, have your parents read it and you both must sign it and return it to me. Only after I have your signed copy of this agreement will you be able to participate in any lab activities in this class.  

Safety in the Laboratory:
1. Always obtain your teacher’s permission to begin a lab.

2. Study the procedure. If you have questions, ask your teacher. Be sure you understand all safety symbols shown.

3. Use the safety equipment provided for you. Goggles and laboratory apron should be worn when any lab calls for using chemicals.

4. When you are heating test tube, always slant it so the mouth points away from you and others. 

5. Never eat or drink in the lab. Never inhale chemicals.  Do not taste any substance or draw any material into your mouth.

6. If you spill any chemical, immediately wash it off with water.  Report the spill immediately to your teacher.

7. Know the location and proper use of the fire extinguisher, safety shower, fire blanket, first aid kit, and fire alarm.

8. Keep all materials away from open flames. Tie back long hair and loose clothing.

9. If a fire should break out in the lab, or if your clothing should catch fire, smother it with the fire blanket and a coat, or get under a safety shower. NEVER RUN.
10. Report any accident or injury, no matter how small, to your teacher.
Cleaning Up Work Area:

1. Turn off all water and gas. Disconnect electrical devices.

2. Return materials to their places.

3. Dispose of chemicals and other materials as directed by your teacher. Place broken glass and solid substances in the proper containers. Never discard materials in the sink.
4. Clean your work area.

5. Wash your hands thoroughly after working in the laboratory.

First Aid in the Laboratory:

	Injury
	Safe Response

	Burns
	Apply cold water. Call your teacher immediately

	Cuts and bruises
	Stop any bleeding by applying direct pressure. Cover cuts with a clean dressing. Apply cold compresses to bruises. Call your teacher immediately.

	Fainting
	Leave the person lying down. Loosen any tight clothing and keep crowds away. Call your teacher immediately.

	Foreign matter in eye
	Flush with plenty of water. Use an eyewash bottle or fountain. Call your teacher immediately

	Poisoning
	Note the suspected poisoning agent and call your teacher immediately.

	Any spills on skin
	Flush with large amounts of water or use safety shower.  Call your teacher immediately.


Safety Contract:
I, ___________________________________________, have read and understand the safety rules and first aid information listed above.  I recognize my responsibility and pledge to observe all safety rules in the science classroom at all times.

__________________________________
__________________________________
________

Student Signature



Parent Signature




Date

